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HISTORY OF CANADA

*“ pre-loyalist "’ element in their population, consisting of settlers from
New England and other parts of what subsequently became the United
States. These, as difficulties developed between Great Britain and her
American colonies, did not, as a rule, manifest any very strong British
feeling; and the relations between them and the later Loyalist settlers
were not altogether cordial.

Nova Scotia, which had been British since its cession under the
Treaty of Utrecht, received parliamentary institutions as early as 1758,
though in practice the administration was mainly in the kands of the
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Governor of the province and his Council. Up to the year 1784 it was
held to embrace what is now New Brunswick and also Care Breton,
but in that year these were both constituted separate provinces. Cape
Breton was, however, reunited to Nova Scotia in the year 1820, not
without considerable oppesition on the part of the inhabitants.

The parliamentary institutions conferred upon the two Canadas
by the Act of 1791 did not a little to quicken political life in both prov-
inces and also to stimulate immigration from the United States, which,
there is reason to believe, had been in a measure retarded by a know-
ledge of the somewhat restricted political conditions prevailing in Canada,
up to that period. After a time a demand began to be made in both
provinces, but less distinctly in the lower than in the upper, for what
was designated as “responsible government.” Although both were
increasing steadily in wealth and population there was a lack of vigcrous
impulsion in matters dependent on administrative and legisl:tive action.

In the absence of the party system taxation was excessively un-
popular, and without adequate appropriations public works could
not be undertaken on the scale which the public interest required. In
Upper Canada antagonism grew up between the official party, to which
the name of the “Family Compact’’ was given, and those who desired
more liberal institutions. In Lower Canada a similar condition of things



